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11. Establish expedited procedures for pros-

ecution and prompt resolution of juvenile
cases.

12. Eliminate ‘‘counsel and release’’ or
‘‘refer and release’’ as a penalty for a second
or subsequent offense.

13. Institute a system of ‘‘report back’’ or-
ders whenever juveniles are placed on proba-
tion so that after a period of time (two
months) the juvenile advises the judge of his/
her progress toward meeting certain goals.

14. Mandatory penalties for the use of a
firearm during a violent crime or drug fel-
ony.

15. Enact a state law making it illegal to
engage in criminal conduct as a member of a
street gang and enact a street terrorism act.

16. Provide Character education and train-
ing, like Character Counts.

17. Establish mentoring programs for
youth in trouble.

18. Youth drug courts and community ori-
ented policing strategies targeted at juve-
niles.

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I send
the bill to the desk and ask that it be
appropriately referred.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The bill
will be received and referred.
f

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 984

At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
[Mr. SHELBY] was added as a cosponsor
of S. 984, a bill to protect the fun-
damental right of a parent to direct
the upbringing of a child, and for other
purposes.

S. 1632

At the request of Mr. LAUTENBERG,
the name of the Senator from Iowa
[Mr. HARKIN] was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1632, a bill to prohibit persons
convicted of a crime involving domes-
tic violence from owning or possessing
firearms, and for other purposes.

S. 1975

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from South
Dakota [Mr. PRESSLER] was added as a
cosponsor of S. 1975, a bill to amend the
Competitive, Special, and Facilities
Research Grant Act to provide in-
creased emphasis on competitive
grants to promote agricultural re-
search projects regarding precision ag-
riculture and to provide for the dis-
semination of the results of the re-
search projects, and for other purposes.

S. 1978

At the request of Mr. DORGAN, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii [Mr.
INOUYE] was added as a cosponsor of S.
1978, a bill to establish an Emergency
Commission To End the Trade Deficit.

S. 2030

At the request of Mr. LOTT, the name
of the Senator from Mississippi [Mr.
COCHRAN] was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2030, a bill to establish nationally
uniform requirements regarding the ti-
tling and registration of salvage, non-
repairable, and rebuilt vehicles, and for
other purposes.

S. 2056

At the request of Mr. BRYAN, his
name was added as a cosponsor of S.

2056, a bill to prohibit employment dis-
crimination on the basis of sexual ori-
entation.

SENATE RESOLUTION 286

At the request of Mr. DODD, the
names of the Senator from Rhode Is-
land [Mr. CHAFEE], the Senator from
Indiana [Mr. COATS], the Senator from
Maine [Mr. COHEN], the Senator from
Ohio [Mr. DEWINE], the Senator from
New Mexico [Mr. DOMENICI], the Sen-
ator from Vermont [Mr. JEFFORDS], the
Senator from Pennsylvania [Mr. SPEC-
TER], the Senator from South Carolina
[Mr. THURMOND], the Senator from
Louisiana [Mr. BREAUX], the Senator
from South Dakota [Mr. DASCHLE], the
Senator from California [Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN], the Senator from Kentucky
[Mr. FORD], the Senator from Alabama
[Mr. HEFLIN], the Senator from South
Carolina [Mr. HOLLINGS], the Senator
from Hawaii [Mr. INOUYE], the Senator
from Louisiana [Mr. JOHNSTON], the
Senator from Massachusetts [Mr. KEN-
NEDY], the Senator from Massachusetts
[Mr. KERRY], the Senator from Illinois
[Ms. MOSELEY-BRAUN], the Senator
from Rhode Island [Mr. PELL], and the
Senator from Illinois [Mr. SIMON] were
added as cosponsors of Senate Resolu-
tion 286, a resolution to commend Op-
eration Sail for its advancement of
brotherhood among nations, its con-
tinuing commemoration of the history
of the United States, and its nurturing
of young cadets through training in
seamanship.

f

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED

THE TREASURY DEPARTMENT
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 1997

WYDEN (AND KENNEDY)
AMENDMENT NO. 5206

Mr. WYDEN (for himself and Mr.
KENNEDY) proposed an amendment to
the bill (H.R. 3756) making appropria-
tions for the Treasury Department, the
United States Postal Service, the Exec-
utive Office of the President, and cer-
tain Independent Agencies, for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 1997, and
for other purposes; as follows:

At the end of the Committee amendment
insert the following new title:

TITLE —PROTECTION OF PATIENT
COMMUNICATIONS

SEC. 01. SHORT TITLE; FINDINGS.
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This title may be cited

as the ‘‘Patient Communications Protection
Act of 1996’’.

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the follow-
ing:

(1) Patients need access to all relevant in-
formation to make appropriate decisions,
with their physicians, about their health
care.

(2) Restrictions on the ability of physicians
to provide full disclosure of all relevant in-
formation to patients making health care
decisions violate the principles of informed
consent and practitioner ethical standards.

(3) The offering and operation of health
plans affect commerce among the States.

Health care providers located in one State
serve patients who reside in other States as
well as that State. In order to provide for
uniform treatment of health care providers
and patients among the States, it is nec-
essary to cover health plans operating in one
State as well as those operating among the
several States.
SEC. 02. PROHIBITION OF INTERFERENCE WITH

CERTAIN MEDICAL COMMUNICA-
TIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—
(1) PROHIBITION OF CERTAIN PROVISIONS.—

Subject to paragraph (2), an entity offering a
health plan (as defined in subsection (d)(2))
may not include any provision that prohibits
or restricts any medical communication (as
defined in subsection (b)) as part of—

(A) a written contract or agreement with a
health care provider.

(B) a written statement to such a provider
or

(C) an oral communication to such a pro-
vider.

(2) CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed as preventing an entity
from exercising mutually agreed upon terms
and conditions not inconsistent with para-
graph (1), including terms or conditions re-
quiring a physician to participate in, and co-
operate with, all programs, policies, and pro-
cedures developed or operated by the person,
corporation, partnership, association, or
other organization to ensure, review, or im-
prove the quality of health care.

(3) NULLIFICATION.—Any provision de-
scribed in paragraph (1) is null and void.

(b) MEDICAL COMMUNICATION DEFINED.—In
this section, the term ‘‘medical communica-
tion’’ means a communication made by a
health care provider with a patient of the
provider (or the guardian or legal representa-
tive of such patient) with respect to the pa-
tient’s physical or mental condition or treat-
ment options.

(c) ENFORCEMENT THROUGH IMPOSITION OF
CIVIL MONEY PENALTY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any entity that violates
paragraph (1) of subsection (a) shall be sub-
ject to a civil money penalty of up to $25,000
for each violation. No such penalty shall be
imposed solely on the basis of an oral com-
munication unless the communication is
part of a pattern or practice of such commu-
nications and the violation is demonstrated
by a preponderance of the evidence.

(2) PROCEDURES.—The provisions of sub-
section (c) through (1) of section 1129A of the
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1320a-(a) shall
apply to civil money penalties under para-
graph (1) in the same manner as they apply
to a penalty or proceeding under section
1128(a) of such Act.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec-
tion.

(1) HEALTH CARE PROVIDER.—The term
‘‘health care provider’’ means anyone li-
censed or certified under State law to pro-
vide health care services.

(2) HEALTH PLAN.—The term ‘‘health plan’’
means any public or private health plan or
arrangement (including an employee welfare
benefit plan) which provides, or pays the cost
of, health benefits, and includes an organiza-
tion of health care providers that furnishes
health services under a contract or agree-
ment with such a plan.

(3) COVERAGE OF THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRA-
TORS.—In the case of a health plan that is an
employee welfare benefit plan (as defined in
section 3(1) of the Employee Retirement In-
come Security Act of 1974), any third party
administrator or other person with respon-
sibility for contracts with health care pro-
viders under the plan shall be considered, for
purposes of this section, to be an entity of-
fering such health plan.

(e) NON-PREEMPTION OF STATE LAW.—A
State may establish or enforce requirements
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